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There's a L “If you love tapas, Barioja on Jeffrey Straet is as good a
| expect travelling to Spain, The dishes are brilliant, and the rasta
nsferry racst friendly, stylish places.” Michael Taylor, 26, IT, Mou

ﬁau swonald Head finto town
gul i hite 1o eat b||.T wou
[,ﬁ;‘hcf o fiw glosses of wine
with your rn-.-n.'l sk can't take
the car and I!.{i:l:l't relish &
[reezing wait for'a bus,

If only there was a e
restuurant in:Four neighbonr-
kaed that was open in the
EVENINEE

Restalrig ‘has - plenry of

comer  shops, pobs  and
boakies o break np o the
| residential feell

But, like mamy areas, it is
not inardaced. with - réstan-
rants in which twoenfoy =
rotnate gt-dawn -m.-l.r nft=r
3
Since shorthy hefore (Chist
mas, however, the candlelif
| windews of Bijou on the

corner of Resmalrig Road and
| Leith Links have offered an
| Inviting  sight 10 people
working up an appetite on
their way home.

In keeping with its French
name, Bifou locks rather
Gallie with it dim lighting
awd ey nenbience.

Bijou means el or gem,
bat 1 puspect 1t zlso means
tiny, &s, this resaomnt ealy
has space for four tables,
catering for around 20 diners,

It booked cosy bur a bt
| plein from outsede and any
| spprehensions | might huve
bad ghout it being a greasy
spoon  in disgulse  woere
heiphrened when 1 saw the
I chipgry-style metailic countsr

tabs of sauce packets an

STAR IN THE MAKING: Tiw:

wp,  Bijpu hasnt got its
drinks licence yet esther, bat
lortunately there are plenty of
places nearby where you ean
bury-a battle of wine.
15-!:3 I d“En feeling more
Teia A0G RENITIOE &5
of the decor like lhﬁmmﬂ
ceiling, the pretty chairs amd
th hanging plans aboes the
WO

The men divides
everything o thres poriion
gtzes, bijou, mediom or main
corlirse-aised.

When 1 asked for advice |
was told bijou is very small,

muin COursss: @re mans
sized while the medium-sized
ure. mare for the female
appeTite.

" sl

¥
&

el B friendly Biow at Restalng hac the Thoht ingredients to beccome 4 blg hitwith diners

1 ordered the wild mush-
roam and parmesan crosenk
with mcket salad in a size in
keeping with my gender.

A plate emerged with two
paeces of whalemes] baguente,
topsted with hot mushrooms
and shavings of parmedan
and & wangle of rocker.

It was deligsous, but
confirmed a terrible tnath - |
have the appetite of o man,

I 1 hadnt koown 1 was
%oclm,. to have podding o

How, I would have been
d.l.u_u;!pm':l!ed by this az a
DA SOUTSS.

It was elegantly served and
fabulously sty bur jus
wasn't sarisﬁiinp, by deself
However  for tuy-dee
wishing 1w lndulan.- in =
calorilfic dessert afterwards, it
did cut the gl faceor,

My partmer opted  for
imnins-sized chargrilled rib-
eye  steak,  gram-muostand

minsh, roasted paranips and
Jus

This  waz  besutifully
E:;smt{'d and the portion

ked sdequate. If he had

ﬁg;.'klﬁku!litmnn]yﬂuT

pamnips were not

the potate  wedges they

cunningly imitated. 1 was
|mpresised try the simplicicy of
thee dishes. Flawery menu
descriptions . were banished
awnl the evident emphasts wis
o0 fmvear,

Padding kept wp the high
standards. My nppgr tatt and
heme-made cinnamon  lee
crean  could  have  been
tradirional snd Borin

Instead it was & hgght. faky,
cpen-top, mdividual, roand
aprpde tart rlm'uu.nllar.lir:.rdul's—
of raspberry coults and o
small acoap of dce cream,
which locked and sased

-
Y guy went for the
chocolate brownla
with vanlila ice
The brownbe was cut int
tny trizngbes and maist, rich
il tasty, steering well clear
of the frequent brwmie crime:

of belng too dry and heavy,

water, g4 & bodrle wiuﬁafqn
s going for the whale meal.
‘ﬁBl}ql.l LJ_.;t m; n fine
R in ing. W went
on & Thursday evening and it

wis Tl 10 the mfters, Mow,
noroom the sz of Bijou y
may “argue this I not tl
hand to achieve,

Bul notl every restaura
an draw people in on o
winter nights, especiaily ¢
In the early doys while =
lrublding a repaicatian,

Wi were served by ot
vwaner Lira Robinson, w
farmerhy worked ns restaurs
manager at Blwe Bar & Cafe
the Traverse Theatre and by
in Restzlrig herself

She expinined that the lo
of music was becmuse th
hadn't yer got their mow
leenee, and palitely aid 5
woruld tnbe o hoard my Edi
Piaf requests when the tir
came,

Tijou’s walla are atill a lit
bare and service was a |
slow because Lizs was on b
owm, but it o few montl
time, when i1 gets s mw
lieemoe mod iF it keeps up 1

etandand of food, Bij
l:ﬁrui.ﬂ;r Live up to ity nam

Bllou, 2 Restalrig Road
Lelth Links, 0131-538
CEE4



